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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC.) 

The Mufid-i-’Am of the 15th September has an editorial 
on the impropriety and injustice; of levying an octroi-tax. 
on grain, A tax is already levied by. Government on the 
produce of the land, and it is therefore not right that a second 
duty should be imposed on corn in every city at the time of 
its sale. It i is owing to this that for several years past, not- 
withstanding the abandinos of the produce, grain sells ex- 
ceedingly dear. The fact is that the octroi-tax furnishes a 
pretext to grain-dealers to sell corn at high prices, Under 
these circumstanees, Government ought to abolish the octroi 
On grain. 


The Asdr-ul-Amsdr of the 17th September commends the 
deplorable state of the inhabitants of Oudh to the considera- 
tion of the authorities of that. Province. Ever since the 
establishment of the British rule in Oudh Government his 
favoured only three classes of the people, viz., the zemindars 
and cultivators, publie servants, and pensioners and stipend- 
holders; all the rest, who constitute nine-tenths of the. 
total population, being much neglected and pressed with 
taxes and other burdens. The consequence has been that a 
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large number of the inbebitants, whose ancestors held h; gh 
and respectable posts under the native rule, have Pr ele 
all the pecuniary benefits.of their paternal estates and aro 
now in great want, while others are even in a worse state. 


In order to ameliorate the condition of such people, the 
writer urges the need of’ adopting the same policy in Oudh 
which was lately introduced into the Central Provinces, A 
general order was issued to the effect that none but the 
natives of those provinces should be appointed to any public 
post, high or low. In carrying out this order all foreigners 
holding high offices in the Central Provinces, such as. Deputy 
Collectorships, &., were either made to retire from the 
service on pensions, or were transferred to other provinces ; 
MarAthi, the vernacular of the provinces, was introduced into 
the Courts in supersession of Urda, and all public posts were 
filled up by natives of that part of the country. 


The editor would also. suggest the adoption of another 


step in the same direction, viz., to give the leases of zemindari 
villages to none but the natives of Oudh. 


The same paper says that the Europear Superintendent of 
the Jail, Sitapur, is in the habit of treating his subordinates with 
undue severity and using improper language towards them, 
which has led one or two of them to resign their posts. The 


same case has happened in the Government Dispensary, 
which is also under this officer’s supervision. 


In its local news columns the same paper states that a 
burglary has been committed in the house, of Mrs, Short, 


near the Kaisar Bagh, and jewels worth several thousand. 
rupees have been stolen. 


The Asahh-ul-Akhbér of the same date, i in its —_ news 
columns, says that a milkwoman named Pyari, resident of Mu- 
halla Muftiganj, on her way from her shop to Muhalla Ahmad- 
ganj, was attacked near Captain Imdad Husain Khan’s garden 
(Lucknow) by three bad characters, who threw a veil over her 
face, and then knocking her down and thrusting a cloth into | 
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her mouth, stripped her of her ornaments, worth Rs, 25, and 


made off. 
The editor remarks that if thefts were of frequent oceur- 


rence in Lucknow under the old arrangement, even when police 
stations were posted in different places in the city, it is natural 
to expect that thieves and other bad characters will have it 
still more their own way under the new centralisation system 
of the city police. Government should see to this. 


The 7'4j-ul-Akhbdr of the same date, in an article contri- 
buted by a correspondent, points out the desirability of ap- 
pointing a female doctor in connection with the civil dispen- 
sary in each city for the benefit of the native pardanishin 
women, who on account of the peculiar customs and usages 
of the country cannot avail themselves of the treatment of a 


male doctor. 


The Benares Akhbér of the same date points out the need 
of amending Section 55 of the Registration Act, No. VIII. of 
1871, making it optional with Registering Officers to allow 
inspection of their registers to any officer of court or not, just 
as they deem proper. In the decision of civil suits reference 
to these registers is often necessary, and consequently if 
an inspection of them is disallowed justice will often suffer. 


The attention of the Governor-General’s Legislative Coun- 
cil should be directed to this. 


The Hindé Prakdsh of the 18th September regrets to 
find that the hour-bell of the clock-tower near the Darbar 
Sahib in Amritsar city, which has cost Rs. 7, 000, often 


strikes the wrong hour. 


o correspondent of the same paper thinks it a pity that 
outrages of the worst type should so- often be committed 


under the British rule, unknown to the authorities. The 


Writer mentions an instance. A poor but respectable woman, 
Who is a foreigner and supports herself and her infant 


daughter by grinding corn, lives in a hut close to the 
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writer’s house, rented by her for twoannas a.month. A green- 
grocer and a boy who had stolen some pice from his shop one 
day entered the hut fighting, The poor woman, having in 
vain entreated them to leave her house, had them turned out 
with the assistance of a neighbour. ‘After a short time the 
boy returned with a friend of his, who isa bad character, and 
they both entered the howse, beat the woman till she Was sense- 


less, and in that state cruelly dragged her by h her feet and 
threw her into a drain. 


The Koh-i-Ndér of the 19h September has an “article on 
the liberty of the Press, contributed by a correspondent, The 
drift i is that this liberty exists only i in name, and that the order’ 
of Government, ‘that no Government officer will have a right 
to prosecute the editor of any newspaper without previously 
obtaining the sanetion of Government, is not sufficient in itself 
to protect the editors against malicious persecution on the part 
of the ‘district officers, and does not give them any encourage- 
ment to criticize the eonduct and procedure of local officers 
freely and candidly, ‘They:know very well that if they write 
anything against an officer, steps will be taken by him, 
directly or mdireetly, to bring about their ruin, and hence 
often consider it their best policy to suppress the real truth. 
The writer would suggest the following plans for remedying 


the evil and preserving the liberty of the Press in the. full 
sense of the word :-— 


Cb). In case of ait action, whether civil or ¢ criminal, 
being brought against an editor by any person of the district, 


it should. always be at his option to have the case tenpplgen | 
to the Court of another district. ae 


(2) The editors should be free from. all enquiry by oF or 
conn ection with the police. . 


(3.) ‘They shonld be exempted sine the ‘sitalee of 
Section 494 of the Indian;Penal Code, it being.deemed suffi- 
cient. whenever any of their statements happen to. be,slofemne 
tory to call upon them to withdraw the same, 2 os: 2 
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(4.) They should‘not be compelled to reveal the names - 


their correspondents. 

(5.) Every province should have its separate Government 
Reporter on the Native Press, instead of having a single 
Reporter for the whole of Upper India. 


In its correspondence columns the same ‘paper mentions 
the following particulars :— 


Bargitiy.—In consequence of the late heavy rain, a large 
number of houses were destroyed and many person were 
killed. Considerable damage was also done to Muhalla Bagh 
Ahmad Ali Khan, which was chiefly owing to the Municipal 

Committee having neglected to have the néla runnin g by that 
muhalla cleaned and kept i in ‘proper order. 


ALLAHABAD.—The streets of the city are in a dingracefal 
condition, and become almost impassable after a shower. 
The Municipal. Committee i is much to binge ior its negli me 
in the matter. 
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A railway train passed over three men near the railway 
godown, one of whom was killed on the spot. 


Lupatana.—Lepers still wander at large in the city ; 
beggars are also a great nuisance, and proper measures are 
not adopted to ensure cleanliness. ) 


Muttan.—Three police soldiers committed adultery with « a 
woman at night, and then stripped her of her ornaments and 
made off. A sergeant has been recognized by the woman. as 


being one: of the culprits.. 

-Amabitsan.—The Taran-Taran fair came off.on the 9th and 
10th September, and was célebrated with great pomp ; but the 
beanty'of the fhir was marred by the obscene songssung by the 
zemindaérs on the occasion. These men are also in the habit of 
laying. hands on..women and.snatching away their ornaments. 
Government should put. a. stop. to these malpractices, : 

~ Certain license-holders are in. the habit of extortin g money 
from pur¢hasers of stanips. 


—_— - ee ere nena ee die ee wees 
~ ~ 
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In its-local news column: the same paper again invites 
attention to the large number of concubines in the Lahore 


city, and thinks that the police should be invested with power 
‘to arrest them. 7 


The Agra Akhbér notices the same complaint. It is said 
that concubines are a great nuisance in Lahore. They live 
in muhallas inhabited by respectable persons, which are on 
that account haunted by persons of immoral character and 
are the scenes of frequent riots, The muhallas in which the 
concubines chiefly reside are Eki Darwdza, Naya Muhalla, 
and Multéni Muhalla. The writer wonders’ why the Lock 
Hospital Act is not enforced in the case of these persons, as 
well as in the case of prostitutes, and hopes the attention of 
the Deputy Commissioner will be invited to this. 


_ The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the same date notices the rewards 
recently given by the Municipality of Lahore to the chav- 
dharis of that-city, or persons who assist the Municipality in 
the preparation of returns of births and deaths, in matters 
connected with vaccination, and in other ways. A year and 
a half ago rewards were assi igned to these men by Govern- 
iment in acknowledgment of their good services, and a simi- 
lar recognition has been made now; but out of Rs. 500 sanc- 
tioned by Government,_ only Rs. 150 have been distributed 
in rewards, the rest of the money being kept in deposit, 
The rewards consisted of khilats in the shape of turbans, 
dopattas, &c., and of cash, and were greater or less in value 
according to the rank and position of those on whom they 
‘were conferred.. For instance, some chaudharis.of an inferior 
rank received only a turban worth ten annas and Rs. 2 in 


cash, while on others of a hi oe 7 on rich Ahilats were 
bestowed. : 


This partiality in the. distribution of the saaaaales has. « justly 
given cause for complaint to many of the chaudharis. The 
tewards ought to have been: proportional to the services. ren 
dered by each man, rather than. their yank and position 


‘n life.. Moreover money sag khilate should have been given © 
only to the poorer persons, and sanads or certificates to the 
richer, which would be more appreciated by them, — 


In its correspondence versace the same paper has the 
following:— ) 


Dentt.—A ‘theft of property of the value of one lakh Ps 
rupees has been committed i in the house of Saiad Mibrbén Alt . 
of Guldauthi. ) 


 Gusrat.—The _kamanbdchh, formerly soliad in the. 
labouring classes of the people, but lately abolished by an order 
of Government, is being a gain levied, and much severity is 
practised i in its collection. 


AnITSAR. —The bazar roads are bein g "renewed, while 
others badly in want of repair are wholly neglected. Through | 
the dishonesty of contractors, roads are no sooner constructed 
than they give way. The sale of adulterated milk, ght, &c:, as 
well as of spurious. medicines, is common in the = The 
Municipality should see to all this. 


The Akhbdr-i: Anjuman-i- Hind of the same date calls upon 
Government to assign subsistence allowances and render 
pecuniary aid to Hindi. and: Muhammadan fakirs and pious 
persons, who,. having quitted all worldly: concerns, pass their: 
lime in devotion and in religious teachings, just in the same, 
way as it does in case of priests of its own religion. _ 


A correspondent of the: Tdéj-ul-Akhbdr of the same date,, 
writing from Benares, complains of the number of thieves: 
and swindlers in the city, and the mischief done’ by them. ‘In; 
a-single muhalla fourteen. cases: of cutting off women’s nose-- 
rings have happened, in one of which only has the thief been. 
arrested and brought to punishment. A burglary has also 
been committed in the house of Lala Gopal, Mukhtar, and 


property valued at Rs. 3,000 stolen. 


The: Agra’ Akhbdr of the 20th September strongly con- 
demns the reduction policy adopted by the Municipality of 
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that city. The whole of the conservancy establishment, with 
the exception of a few sweepers and jamadars, has: been 
abolished, the consequence. of which must be that the 
streets and lanes will remain in a very filthy state, and the 
privies and cesspeols of the houses of the people, the latter: 
of which already remain mncleaned for months together, 
will emit an offensive smell, giving risé to sickness and disease. 
To make matters worse, the reduction does not stop-here. 
The Municipality is thinking of depriving some of the bézdrs 
of lights, the bad results of which may be imagined. 


In the writer’s opinion, if reductions are at-all necessary, 
the Municipality would do well to dispense with the services 
of one or two leading conservancy officials, instead of reduc- 


ing the subordinate ageney or dispensing with anything 
affecting the welfare of the bazars. — 


A correspondent of the Vidydé Vilds:of the 21st Septem- 
ber wonders that Taran-Taran, the famous sacred town of the 
Hindus in Amritsar, should remain ina filthy condition, 
and the Municipal Committee should take no notice of its 
dirty state. 


It is added that the appointment: of Karam Singh, cloth 


merchant,, as a member .of the Municipal Committee, has 
caused:discontent among the people. _ 


The Kdrndmah of the 22nd September remarks that the 
disarming of the people was believed by all to: be ‘a guarantee 
of the.safety of life in disputes and affrays, but that ex- 
petience:has proved this to be aimistake. A club now. takes 
the place of ‘a: sword in killing aman.. Hence it :is. necessary 
that Government should prohibit the:use. of this dan gerous 
weapon, and permit the use of walkin g-sticks only. 


The Shola-i-Tér of the same date approves of the order 
issued by the Deputy Commissioner of ‘Ludhiéna, tltat all 
eattle which may be: purchased“ by any one in the:city; or be 
brought there from any place, should: be registered in: the 
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| kotwéli, with full particulars as to the name of the purchaser, 
price, dc: The editor remarks that. this order will put a stop 
to the practice common among butchers of purchasing stolen 
cattle and stealing the animals themselves, arid that the com- 
plaint preferred by a Ludhiana correspondent that the order 
has led to a scarcity of meat in the city is unfounded. A 
similar order should be enforced in all cities, and should be 
extended to native banker's, who are in the habit of purchasing 
stolen ornaments and converting them into metals, in order 
to prevent all chance of detection. 


The Matla-i-Nir of the same date, under the heading 
“Gorakhpur,” says that cholera has broken out in different 
places in the villages of that district, and that cholera pills 
are not procurable at police-stations, nor are vaccinators, who 
are allowed half-pay during the summer and rainy seasons, 
when they have not their proper duties to perform, in order 
that they may distribute the pills in villages, to be seen any- 
where. In consequence of this — people die for want of 
a remedy for the disease. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 23rd Septeniber condemns 
the policy of allowing a small salary to the muharrirs of 
the Octroi Department, which is said to be the main cause 
why these officials are so often convicted of embezzlement, 
extortion, or such like practices. The editor thinks that the pay 
of these officials should’ be increased to double what it uow 
is, and he hopes that the attention of Government will be 
given to this important matter. 


A Partébgarh correspondent of the Tdj-ul-Akhbdr made 
2 similar suggestion. It was observed that.in Partébgarh the 
pay of the Superintendent of Octroi is Rs. 15, while the 
muharrirs receive from Rs.5 to Rs. 8a month, the pay 
drawn by a sats; and: that these low salaries must drive 
the recipients: to have recourse to unlawful means for 
making money. The. writer carried the suggestion further by 
deprecating generally the. policy of givi ng inadequate salaries 
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to Government servants, sueh' as Néib-Nasirs, Naib-Serish- 
tadars, d&c.; who get ‘only Rs. 20 per mensem,. ‘although the 


posts held’ by them are- Of & ‘responsible nattire and yield ample 
ps cad for the exercise of unfair pay. ng 


A preanerew wor ofe the eevtnihe of the same » date 
wal ains in strong terms of the unlawful practices of the 
malléhs of the Bahram Ghét ferry (Oudh). They seat an 
unlimited number of passengers and load an indefinite quan- 
tity of goods in the ferry boats,- and collect fares from the 
passengers over and over again by wilfully detaining the 
boats in deep water for several hours, and thus compelling the 
poor men to yield to their extortionate demands through fear 
of losing their lives. In vain do the | passengers complain of 
this oppression to the muharrirs posted at the ferry for Ganesh- 
pur in Bérabanki, and for Nawébganj in Baraich, who must 
be in collusion with the malléhs. The writer wonders why 
these muharrirs have not been transferred during ‘the last 

eight years, and hopes the distri ct authorities, as well as the 
local Government, will see to all this. 


~The Benares Akhbdr of the 24th thehensher hie an  aotlide 
on the recent examination of. candidates for pleaderships in 
the North-Western Provinces. It is observed that all the 
Urdu candidates, without a single exception, failed in the 
test; a circumstance which:the editor thinks somewhat extra- 
ordinary. By the examinees this result is ascribed to the 
appointment of Hindusténi-pleaders as examiners. These 
pleaders do not wish to. see the already great number of men 
of their profession increase for fear of their own iricome being 
thereby diminished, and consequentl y dealt too strictly with 
the candidates. | 


The writer also thinki it a matter. of sins su cles ee 
some persons who have passed the pleadership examination 
and gained diplomas have not been permitted to practise. * as 
pleaders, and thereby reap-the fruits of their labour. ti operas: 
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_ The same paper remarks that, notwithstanding the already 
very high and liberal pension allowances sanctioned by the 
rules for Christian clergymen, the latter recently submitted 
an application to Government praying that they should be 
held entitled to a pension even before seven years’ service, — 
and that the boon has been granted. Encouraged by this 
concession, other European officers are trying to obtain a 
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similar privilege. — aw, 


_ The same-paper discusses the propriety of removing the 
seat of the Government of the North-Western Provinces 
from Allahabad to Agra—a question which is now a leading 
topic in newspapers. Agra has from the earliest times been 
the capital of the Indian Emperors, from Sikandar Lodi down- 
wards to the Emperor Aurangzeb, and was until lately the 
head-quarters of the North-West Government, when Sir 
William Muir’s recommendation led to the transfer of the seat 
of Government to Allahabad. It is a beautiful city containing 
some of the finest and most remarkable buildings in India, 

amongst them the 7d, which is. justly regarded as one 
of the wonders of the world. It has a fine climate and it is 

in a manner the central city of the North-Western Provinces 
and the gateway of Rajput4na, and has always been chosen 
by all Governors-General:as the best and most suitable place 

for holding darbars and other fétes.. In- a word, Agra is in 
every way well suited for the seat of the North-West Govern- 

ment, and the sooner. the head-quarters of the Government 
are removed from Allahabad the better. ae 


The Khair Khwdéh-i- Panj ab of the same date repeats com- 
plaints of a prevalent crime in cities and towns, viz., the sale 
of spurious medicines, so often noticed in the Selections. As 
before, the writer refers to the pretexts employed by druggists 
and apothecaries to impose ‘upon. the public. _ They sell the 
same things under. various names, .and out of a, few jars 
and bottles supply all kinds of medicines. Complaints of 
the unfair practices of persons. of . this profession and the 
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harm they do to’ mankind «are- well -known in--all cities. 
Suffice it to aay they are notsonly the cause of native treat- 
ment proving ineffectual and bringing skilful Aakime into 
disrepute, but of killing many patients who would be saved, 
if they could secure ‘good and genuine medicines. It js 
‘high time for Government: to adopt measures for ss a 
stop to the evil. ) 


The Rozndmcha of the same prey in its local news 
columns, says that since Government has commenced giving 
a contract for the sale of the filth of the city, sweepers a 
it through the streets, loaded on asses, 80 carelessly as to 
pollute the roads, to the great disgust of the people. The 
writer thinks that the darogha of conservancy should call 
upon the sweepers to draw up an agreement requiring thom 
to, carry the filth only by the sides of the streets at tines 
when they are least frequented. 


A correspondent of the Hindé Prakdsh of the 25th Sep- 
tember wonders that in a city like Gujrénw4la, which is the 
sudder station of a district and contains a population of up- 
wards of 20,000, letter-boxes should not have been posted in - 
different places, In their absence the people are put to great 


inconvenience, especially as the pest-omjer is situated at a 
distance from the city. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Phillaur, complains of great inattention to the ‘conservancy 


of the city, and calls upon the Municip Committee to pay 
atienition to this matter. ca 


The Rajpiitana Soctal Soience Congress Gazette of the same 
date states, on the authority of its Agra correspondent, that 
_ two heavy cases of theft have recently happened in that 
city. In one of these an iron chest weighing four ° ‘maunds, 
which contained money: and ornaments worth Rs. 2,000, 
was carried away from the house of'a grain merchant 
named Silu, situated in Muhalla Chabarsu Darwaza ; while 
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tn the other property valued at’ Rs. 500 was stolen from the 
 honse of a‘person in Muhalla Rusi, although the house’ was 
—_ locked. The thieves have not been found. : 


‘The Laiorinas Gasette of the 29th September, i in an article 
contributed by a. correspondent, points out the need of esta- 
blishing a cattle-pound in Ramghat, a town in the Buland- 


_ shahr district. In the absence of a cattle-pound, the people, 


and more especially the officers of the Irrigation Department, 
are put to great inconvenience. The cost will be very trifling, 
and will be more than repaid by the income. 


The Nur Afshdn of the 1st October, in its local news 

columns, calls upon the Municipal Committee of Ludhiana to 
put a stop to the unbecoming and indecent practice which the 
women of that city indulge in during the dark fortnight of the 
-Junar month of Asin, held sacred by the Hindds in honour of 
deceased ancestors, The women arrange themselves in two 
rows at the river side in the morning and compete with one 
another in singing obscene songs. This practice is also com- 
mon in other cities of the Panjab, | 


POLITICAL (@ORBIGN) 


The Koh-ie Netr of the 19th September states, on the 
authority of a correspondent, that a young girl having 
_ eloped with:a person from her parents’ house in the Ludhiana 

district towards Jhind, fell into the hands of some sawArs of 
the State in the way, by whom she was conveyed to the 
capital, where her paramour was incarcerated, and she herself 
Was sold by public auction for Rs, 115 as unclaimed pro- 


perz, 


The Oudh ‘Akhbdr of the 21st September praises the 
Mahar&ja of Jaipur’ for having abolished the octroi-tax and 
‘the practice of forcing men into service in his territories, 
which Bave: ne to the servants of the State for prac- 
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tising oppression and extortion on poor people in. various 


ways; and thinks that His. meee — should be 
fullowed by other. Chiefs, | 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the same date bonitrado-@ the 
statement made by a corréspondent of the Kérndmah to the 
prejudice of Nawab Khwdja Muhammad Khan, son of ( ajré 
Begam (vide pages 408-9 of the Selections for the week ending 
19th September last). It is observed that Mehdi J&n jis the 
Nawab’s lawful. wife, whom he married six years ago, and not 
a prostitute, as has been wrongly stated by the correspondent ; 
and that the ildke referred to is the jagir of about one lakh of 
rupees which-was granted: to him in perpetuity by the late 
R4na of Dhaulpur, and of which he possesses a sanad. The 
income from the jagir is the Nawab’s sole right, with which 
the Agent cannot in any way interfere. 


_ The Akhbér-i-Alam of the 24th ise praises the 


Maharaja of Ratlam (Central India) for having offered a 
reward of Rs. I ,000 to any one who would write a good and 
comprehensive treatise on the state of agriculture in Malwa, 
and the methods for improving it; and remarks that in this 
respect His Highness is next only to the Mahardja of Bal- 
rampur and.Tulsipur, who has spent thousands of rupees for 
the compilation of good literary works, 


‘The Akmat-ul-Akhbdr of the 27tb fhictoniber states that 
a serious disturbance took place i in P&todi recently, in con- 
sequence of which the bazar of the town remained closed for 
several days. Nawéb Mukhtér Husain Khée, the Chief of 
the State, could not restore order. 


EDUCATIONAL. 
A correspondent of the Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 
- 18th September fails to see of what use’ Sub-Députy Inspec- 
tors of the Department of Public Ins truction, North-Western 
Provinces, can possibly be undér the. existing’ arrangements, 
when halkabandi schools, for the: inspection and supervision 
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of. which this class of subordittite agency was created, have 
come under the adniinistrative control of the District Educa 
tional Committees. The subject has already attracted the 
attention of the Director of Public Instruction, and the 
sooner these sinecure appoiataapets are done away with the 


better. , 

The Hindi Prakdsh of the same date thinks it a matter 
of surprise that, while in other presidencies natives hold the 
Inspectorships of the Educational Department—e.g., Raja 
Shiva Parshad, C.8.I., in the. North-Western Provinces, 
and Munshi Durgd Parshad in Qudh, who -have long since 
held their respective appointments with great credit ~in the 
Panjab these preferments have hitherto been reserved exclu- 
sively for Europeans. When natives display remarkable 
ability and tact in the discharge of the duties of Extra 
Assistant Commissioners, and attain to the honours of B.As. 
and M.As., there seems no reason why they should not 
be snpstnied Inspectors of the Educational Department in. 
preference to Europeans, who cannot even read and write the 
vernacular plainly. The writer hopes the Panjéb Govern- 
ment will adopt the suggestion, and begin by filling up the 
Assistant Inspectorship about to be vacated by Mr. Mackin- 


tosh, who is to retire on pension, by the appointment of a 
native. 


The Matla-i-Nur of the 22nd September points out the 
desirability of providing a public building for the office of 
each Deputy Inspector of Schools in a convenient place in 
the sudder station of the district; - Under the existing arrange- 
ments Deputy Inspectors hire a house in some unknown 
locality in the city and change it at their will, as it suits 
their private convenience, the consequence of which is that 
persons wishing to purchase school-books find great difficulty 
in procuring them, while villagers are led to believe that a 
Deputy Inspector is not a Government officer, having no 
public office like other Government officers. 
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For these reasons it is highly necessary that a house should 
be built for the office uf each Deputy Inspector in a suitable 
locality in the city. The Local Educational Committees of 
Azamgarh and Jaunpur are said to have already set apart a 
room in the Collector’s kuteherry for. the Deputy Inspector's 
office, and it is high time that their example should be fol- 
lowed in other districts. In case it is impracticable to assign 
_aroom for the Deputy Inspector in the District Courts, a 
house should be built for his office in a proper plave in the 
city, the cost to be met from the halkabandi funds. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Rajputdna Social Science Congress Gazette of the 25th 
September publishes a notice on the part of Hakim Barkat 
Ali Khan, of Jaipur, informing the public that that physician 
is in possession of the charmed stone said to be found ‘in the 
head of a serpent (zahr muhra), which has the miraculous 
virtue of adhering firmly to the part of any one’s body bitten 


by a serpent and absorbing all the venom. He offers to sell 
the antidote to all who may wish to purchase it. The anti- 


dote it is said, has been tried on many persons with complete 
SUCCESS. 
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